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contacts

Address
 
Blackburn Rovers Community Trust
Ewood Park
Nuttall Street
Blackburn
Lancashire
BB2 4JF

 
Useful Numbers
 
Blackburn Rovers Indoor Centre and general enquiries: 01254 508256
Blackburn Rovers Enterprise Centre: 01254 508139

 
Website
 
www.BRFCTRUST.co.uk
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Foreword...
from the  Chair of trustees 
It is with a great sense of pride to have been involved supporting 
Blackburn Rovers Community Trust over the past ten years in my 
capacity as a trustee and more recently as chair of the trustees.
 
Blackburn Rovers Community Trust became a registered charity 
in 2006 with a board of trustees. This enables us to be financially 
independent of the club itself and allow us to draw down funding 
which other associations cannot.
 
As trustees, we are responsible for directing the management and 
administration of the charity and ensuring that the charity complies 
with the highest standards of corporate governance. Day to day 
management, however, is the responsibility of the chief executive, Gary 
Robinson.
 
Gary`s report illustrates the impact made by him and his dedicated staff in offering all members 
of the local community access to the highest quality programme of grassroots sports, education, 
inclusion and awareness projects to encourage off-field participation, success and enjoyment.
 
As our Mission Statement shows: “We are at all times keen to use the profile and brand of Blackburn 
Rovers Football Club to greatest effect, committed to developing a comprehensive and diverse range 
of community initiatives and partnership working practices to open up new avenues of life chances 
and make a positive difference to the lives of the people of Blackburn with Darwen and elsewhere in 
Lancashire” - we can certainly attest that we are living up to that promise.
 
I would like to place on record our appreciation of the hard work done by Gary and his staff as well 
as the contribution from my fellow trustees. I should also mention the assistance given to us from 
the football club in allowing us to use the Rovers brand to promote our activities, providing us with 
suitable premises and above all the cooperation of the players and other staff for their support.
 
I hope that you enjoy reading Gary`s report.

George R. Root
Chair of trustees
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a year in numbers
42,085 participants took part in all programmes

27,299 project hours delivered within our local community

40+ different community projects

Financial investment in the community, via a multitude of projects, topped £1m 
in 2016 - up from £670,000 in 2015

Our turnover has increased from £500,000 (2014) to £1.1m (2016 a projected 
figure; which we are on course to achieve) 

We now employ 71 local people, including 25 full-time, 4 part-time  and 42 
casual/freelance sports coaches

10,300 children aged 5 to 11 years from local primary schools have taken part 
in sport sessions via stadium visits, Premier League Primary Stars, Kinder +Sport 
Move and Learn, after-school clubs, birthday parties, dance sessions and EFL 
Trust funded competitions

480 females have taken part in our Premier League Girls’ Football programme

397 young people completed NCS contributing 11,930 hours of voluntary 
community work 

747 individuals engaged in the Premier League Kicks programme

62% of participants had increased confidence and self-esteem as a result of the 
Premier League Enterprise programme

456 young people have received a OCR or AQA nationally recognised 
accreditation.

1,800 school children have taken part in our schools’ healthy lifestyle 
programme

437 BAME participants have improved health through becoming more active 
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Foreword...
from the  Chief Executive Officer 
I am hugely proud of the impact that Blackburn Rovers Community 
Trust has made to thousands of lives in 2016.

It has been a great pleasure to witness the love that our area has for 
Blackburn Rovers and the way this has been used to channel positive 
social change and raise awareness of key local issues through the efforts 
of our team, our partners and funding providers.

We’re not in the habit of bragging about our achievements, but there is 
no doubting that this year has been a huge success for our organisation.

A significant increase in turnover has meant a large boost in the number 
of projects we’re delivering, therefore ensuring that we’re providing the platform to improve the lives 
of even more people than ever before.

This, however, is no reason to rest on our laurels, and we want to ensure that in 12 months’ time, we’re 
reflecting on an even more successful 2017.

We want to improve even further upon a year in which the skill set of our staff has increased, both 
through the recruitment of field specialists and the up-skilling of our already dedicated team.

We are working with an increased number of partners, with many of those featured throughout 
this report. At this point, I would like to take the time to thank them, in particular Blackburn Rovers 
FC, who without their support, our achievements to date would not have been possible. Plans are 
already in place to add new partners’ names to those lists over the course of the next year.

I can also point to a significant increase in participation across so many of our projects, reaching 
levels that we have never previously achieved (see the opposite page). This is due, in no small part, 
to the tireless efforts of our staff and the support from our board of trustees, who have empowered 
my team and I to run such a wide range of life-changing projects in a way that is best suited to 
benefiting the people of Blackburn with Darwen and Lancashire. Their hard work and dedication in 
the background often goes un-noticed, but we aim to keep repaying that next year by continuing 
that growth.

This has all been achieved in spite of a difficult and challenging climate for charities, with funding 
not as readily available as it has previously been, and increased competition for the funds that are 
out there. As a result, we have diversified how we seek to generate revenue that can be reinvested for 
the benefit of people in our area - and thrived.

In 2017, we will continue to build on the outstanding work of 2016, and strategically place ourselves 
in the position in which we’re increasingly being recognised – Lancashire’s go-to charity for everyone 
looking to support positive social change.

Gary Robinson
Chief Executive Officer
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Blackburn Rovers Community Trust is fully committed to offering all 
members of the local community access to the highest quality programme of 
grassroots sports, education, inclusion and awareness projects to encourage 
off-field participation, success and enjoyment.  We are at all times keen to use 
the profile and brand of Blackburn Rovers Football Club to greatest effect, 
committed to developing a comprehensive and diverse range of community 
initiatives and partnership working practices to open up new avenues of 
life chances and make a positive difference to the lives of the people of 
Blackburn with Darwen and Lancashire. 

The power of football to engage, enthuse and motivate people, irrespective 
of age gender and ethnicity, is now recognised on many stages. As a vehicle 
through which community cohesion and narrowing the gap in health, 
education, aspirations and opportunity can be addressed, the local draw 
of Blackburn Rovers and the unrivalled power of the brand name to bring 
additional credibility, cannot be underestimated.

Our Mission Statement: 
Inspiring change within our community

About us

Our vision is to:

Inspire change
Raise aspirations
Invest in futures

Improve health and well-being
Provide sports opportunities

Build a more inclusive community

OUR Pillars: 

Fulfilling Potential 
Encouraging Achievement

Enhancing Wellbeing 
Success Through Sport

Our Core Values:

Innovation
Creativity

Individuality 
Inclusivity

Diversification
Proactivity
Ambition

Determination
Principles

‘Family’

OUR KEY ThEMES: 

Sports Participation
Health

Social Inclusion
Education
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    Blackburn Rovers Community Trust’s Outcomes Framework

 1 Improved confidence
 1 Improved wellbeing
 1 Improved physical and mental 

health
 1 Increased pathways to the 

professional game
 1 More people with improved skills
 1 Improved educational performance

 1 More people work ready
 1 Higher quality workforce
 1 Stronger families
 1 More people feeling a sense of 

belonging in their community
 1 More people feeling safe in their 

community
 1 More volunteers
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our staff

Chief Executive 
Officer

Gary Robinson

Senior Football & 
Sport Dev. Officer

Darren Finch

Dance 
Development

Jennifer Calvert

Assistant Sport 
Development
Christopher 
Pettigrew

Senior Sport & 
Education Dev. 

Officer
Nicholas Jackson-

Cooney 

Safeguarding 
Officer (P/T)

Christine Peacock 

Youth Inclusion 
Officer

Nigel Baker (P/T)

Community 
Sports Coach

Dylan Jackson-
Cooney

Girls’ Football 
Dev. Officer

Andrew Aspinall

Community 
Sports Coach
Adam Hoyle

Premier League 
Kicks Apprentice

Adam Aspinall

Walking 
Football Lead 

(P/T)
Billy Legg

ICT 
Apprentice

Kieran Wales

Coaching  
& Admin 
Support
Amber 
Kenyon

Head of Premier 
League Progs 

& Quality 
Assurance

David Dunwell

Youth Inclusion 
& Opportunities 

Officer
Christopher 

Brankin

Education & 
Sports Tutor 

Daniel Maynard
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George R. Root
Chair of 
Trustees

Mike Cheston Ian Silvester Lynsey Talbot Phil Watson

NCS Team 
Leader
Ali Zan 
Hussain

NCS Team 
Leader

Ali Hassan
Hussain

NCS Team 
Leader

Jade Elliott

Head of 
Education
Daniel Lord

Community  
Dance & Sports 

Coach
Catherine Curran

Education & 
Sports Tutor
Sally-Dawn 

Rowland

Finance & 
Enterprise Centre 

Manager
Samantha 

Weldon

Education & 
Sports Tutor

Ockert Erasmus

Media, Events 
& Motivate! 

Coordinator 
Adrian Ward

Graphic Designer
Michael 

Graveston (P/T)

Assistant 
NCS Officer & 
Administrator

Michael Whittle

PL4Sport & IT 
Officer

Fergus Heyes

Senior Business 
Administrative 

Officer
Martin Winters

Enterprise Centre 
Customer Service 

Assistant
Yasmin Connell

Head of BTEC 
and NCS

Christopher 
McGrail

NCS Coordinator
Jonny Ellithorn

Board of Trustees
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R O V E R S
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our coverage
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key themes

SPORTs Participation

Sport, particularly football, raises aspirations for many, and therefore 
provides the major foundation that underpins all of our work. We 
offer multi-sport programmes across ideas as diverse as walking 
football, netball, dodgeball, dance and even gentle walking sessions 
for those hoping to undertake the most basic exercise they can 
manage.

Our commitment to sport is total, and we employ a vastly skilled 
selection of community coaches with experience across a wide range 
of different pursuits to allow everybody in our area to gain access to 
the sports they love the most. 

health

We are passionately committed to eradicating health inefficiencies 
caused by poor lifestyle choices within our community. We use the 
power of sport to inspire and motivate people to better their state 
of health or general wellbeing and reduce the strain on local NHS 
services.

The health programmes that we deliver are aimed at everyone 
from the youngest child through to the oldest retiree in order to 
create a prosperous future for the people that we serve.

social inclusion
We believe in equality and tolerance, and will use the power of 
football and the Blackburn Rovers brand to tackle these problems 
where they exist. Our projects are inclusive, not exclusive, so that 
anybody from any background can benefit from the positive 
change that we can facilitate.

Many of our programmes target hard-to-reach members of 
the community, offering them chances to access service or 
opportunities that are often hard for them to reach without our 
support.

Education
Age is no barrier to the educational opportunities that we offer in a 
diverse range of locations. Whether young or old, we create projects 
that can help them to develop skills to help them throughout their 
lives.

Sport is a fantastic tool to engage those who may not suit 
mainstream education or are looking for learning opportunities that 
present themselves later in life. Young people from disadvantaged 
backgrounds are regular beneficiaries of our output, allowing them 
to work with our inspirational staff and facilities. Empowering people 
with new knowledge and skills not only potentially improves their 
personal circumstances, but can also create a better community for all.
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SPORTs Participation

5185
bookings have been made at our 
soccer schools and activity camps.

480
females have taken part 

in our Premier League Girls’ 
football programme.

1600
players from local schools and 

grassroot clubs have experienced 
our unique matchday packages.

R O V E R S
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10300
children aged 5-11 years from 

local Primary Schools have taken 
part in sport sessions (stadium 
visits, Primary Stars, Move and 

Learn, After-School Clubs, 
Birthday Parties, Dance, FLT Comps).

1
European para table tennis 
TITLE CONTENDER VIA Premier 
League 4Sport.

89
In an average week, 89 individual 
community sports sessions are 
delivered.

1152
players have attended our 

after-school player development 
sessions.
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health

59
individuals are enrolled on our 
walking football programme.

957
• 

people aged 14+ have taken part 
in the sports participation 

programme Motivate! 

1800
school children have 

taken part in our schools 
healthy lifestyle 

programmes.
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205
individuals aged 50+ participate 

in one of our targeted sports 
initiatives.

50+

281
9 to 11-year-olds have received 
Heart Start training.

437
 BAME participants have 

improved health through becoming 
more active.
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social inclusion

397
• 
• young people completed 

NCS, contributing 11,930 hours 
of voluntary community work.

747
individuals engaged in 

the Premier League Kicks
 programme.
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£3600
raised through NCS 

social action projects
 for local causes.£

400
individuals have taken part in a 
regular social inclusion league 
targeting mental health and drug 
and alcohol recovery.

20
• participants completed an 

employability and skills Prince’s Trust 
initiative.



2 0

@BRFCTRUST          

Education

5
young people have transitioned 
from our full-time sixth form 
education onto a University degree.

over

75%
had increased skills in leadership, 

team-work, financial capability 
and problem solving.

over

62%
had increased confidence and 

self-esteem as a result of the Premier 
League Enterprise programme.



2 1

@BRFCTRUST          

300
PEOPLE HAVE ACCESSED EDUCATION 

FACILITIES AND OPPORTUNITIES AT 
EWOOD PARK

456
young people have received a OCR 
or AQA nationally recognised 
accreditation.

64
young people have enrolled 
onto our full-time BTEC sport
Scholarship.

over

95%
had increased attainment and 

knowledge of business. 
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impact of activities

The best way of demonstrating the success of Blackburn Rovers Community 
Trust activities is through how many different parts of society we have engaged 
with over the last 12 months.

We have had a record number of people engage with us in 2016. In the past year, 
these projects had 42,085 engagements with local people of all ages, which is 
an increase of 58% (15,482) from 26,603 in 2015. These projects range from sport 
and health sessions for children and adults, education courses for young adults, 
BME health and sports sessions, disability football/dance/social activities for the 
elderly, drug rehabilitation and mental health recovery programmes, business 
engagement and estate-based projects to reduce anti-social behaviour. The 2016 
figure includes the 5,000 engagements via the Trust’s Enterprise Centre.

The Trust delivered over 40 different community projects and worked with 57 
of the 96 primary schools in the BB1 to BB6 post code areas and all of the 14 
secondary schools in Blackburn with Darwen, plus many others from different 
parts of Lancashire.

The Trust invested in additional facilities and now boasts seven classrooms and 
additional office floor space due to the successful growth of our workforce. This 
compliments the existing three indoor astroturf pitches, a dance studio and a 
state-of-the-art business facility in the Enterprise Centre, all purpose-built for 
community use.
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case study - individual

JADE ELLIOTT
Jade Elliott has arguably had a more remarkable 2016 than anyone else 
connected with Blackburn Rovers Community Trust.

Her name first came to our attention in 2014 
as a shy 14-year-old when she started taking 
part in our Premier League Kicks programme 
at Bamber Bridge Leisure Centre, offering her a 
way of keeping up with her passion for football 
away from school and club action.

Little did she (or we) realise that two years 
down the line, she would literally be making 
headlines for all the right reasons as a pioneer 
for female participation in one of our mostly 
male-dominated programmes, as well as 
using her new-found confidence to encourage 
countless others to do exactly as she had 
done before - taking a head first leap into 
the multitude of exciting projects that the 
Community Trust offers.

From Kicks, she became a BTEC in Sport student on our two-year Level 3 course 
in time for the 2015/16 academic year, where she became the only female player 
to see out the season in the EFL Trust Futsal League (shaking off unwelcome 
jibes from male players at other clubs along the way). Her inspiring tale saw her 
become the star of a full page spread in the Lancashire Evening Post and receive 
TV fame via new local channel That’s Lancashire – both of whom were enthralled 
by her story.

Such has been her positive experience with the Community Trust, Jade became 
a passionate cheerleader for our programmes, from being interviewed at 
Blackburn Rovers home matches about National Citizen Service through to 
performing freestyle displays at the stadium and helping to recruit half a dozen 
fellow females to this year’s BTEC programme as the ‘poster girl’ for our current 
posters and leaflets – enough for an all-girl futsal team.

Aside from joining our NCS delivery group as a team leader, she has also become 
a role model for young people as the driving force behind the Blackburn Youth 
Board; the benefits of which will become apparent in 2017 as she and other like-
minded youngsters showcase how their skills and ideas can benefit the town.

“Jade is an absolute star and is such a willing and determined young person 
to work with,” says Chris McGrail, head of BTEC and NCS. “She inspires others 
to follow in her brave footsteps and it has been a pleasure to witness her 
transformation into an outgoing leader of so many young people.”

When looking at people who have really made an impact in 2016, teenager Jade is right 
at the top of our list.

Become a BTEC student
Email Chris.McGrail@brfctrust.co.uk
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“I have really benefited from my time with 
Blackburn Rovers Community Trust as they have 
provided me with so many exciting opportunities. 
Now it’s my turn to lead others and inspire them to 
enjoy them all too.” - Jade Elliott
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case study - Project

The Social inclusion football league
Winning just short of £50,000 from The 
People’s Projects – part of The Big Lottery Fund 
– was an undoubted highlight of 2016, securing 
the future of the Social Inclusion Football 
League and allowing it to grow considerably.

Based at the Blackburn Rovers Indoor Centre, 
it’s now a twice monthly competition with 
weekly training sessions that brings those 
on the margins of society into a mainstream 
environment. The team aspect brings together 
players with a variety of issues such as mental 
health concerns, homelessness or refugee 
status, creating an environment that can help 
to resolve problems that they face in their 
situation.

Hundreds of players come through our doors 
every month to compete in an event that adds 
structure and purpose to their lives, and an opportunity to make friendships with 
people in a similar situation to help them through difficult times.

The intense #VoteSIFL social media campaign 
went viral in February and March, impressing 
the team at ITV Granada who oversaw the 
promotion of the voting process, gaining 
prime time coverage for the competition 
and the Community Trust in the process. 
Winning the voting process allowed the 
league to double the number of teams 
involved and fund up-skilling opportunities for 
participants to gain qualifications in coaching 
or officiating.

Paul Hardman from Creative Support, the 
partners that actively drive the league, 
explains: “The Social Inclusion Football League 
provides a supportive and competitive 
environment for adults who are unable to 
access mainstream football. It helps people 

on the road to recovery who have experienced a wide range of difficulties and 
enables them to be a part of a team, build confidence and enjoy new friendships.”

We are proud to have seen the Social Inclusion Football League raise self esteem, 
encourage a more inclusive society, tackle drug and alcohol abuse, aid recovery 
from mental health issues and give people a fresh chance in life – especially for 
those who bravely tell us they were close to ending it.

Sign up for the SIFL   
Email Chris.Brankin@brfctrust.co.uk
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“Before I started playing here, I used to self-harm a 
lot. Basically, it saved my life.” – John Stellenboom, 
player for Men Dive In FC of the Social Inclusion 
Football League
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case study - Partner

Blackburn with Darwen Borough Council
The current academic year has seen 
Blackburn Rovers Community Trust 
and the local authority – Blackburn 
with Darwen Borough Council – 
forge their closest sporting ties to 
date, thanks to a mutually beneficial 
resource-sharing arrangement.

Our coaches and the Council’s sports 
delivery team have joined forces to 
offer the Premier League Primary 
Stars concept to infant and junior 
pupils across the entire borough, 
allowing us to reach more children 
in a wider range of schools, whilst 
helping the council team to meet their objective of increasing each child’s 
knowledge, appetite and participation in sport.

The Council’s sport delivery team offer the niche skill-set such as gymnastics and 
cricket coaching to complement our staff’s high-quality multi-sports coaching; 
creating a superb all-round package for children by a team proudly sporting 
jointly branded Blackburn Rovers and Blackburn with Darwen Borough Council 
kit.

Premier League Primary Stars has raised the knowledge and confidence of 
teachers delivering sport, provided more hours for 
children to be physically active in a structured way, 
identified gifted and talented young sports stars of 
the future and created new and innovative concepts 
that were not readily available to meet the demand 
of most schools. These include dance, gymnastics, 
orienteering or balance bike training.

The forward-thinking partnership has allowed us 
to work with a record number of primary school 
teachers, as well as over 1,400 children – providing 
sport above the standards required by the national 
curriculum. It has also created the pathways to 
showcase their skills at the highest possible level. 
This has included aspiring footballers being given the 
opportunity to join Blackburn Rovers’ Academy.

Adam Morris, year six teacher and PE coordinator at Holy Souls RC Primary 
School, Blackburn, told us: “The Premier League Primary Stars programme has 
been brilliant for the pupils’ learning, attitude, confidence, self-esteem and 
wellbeing.”

Potential Primary Stars partner?
Email Nick.Cooney@brfctrust.co.uk



2 9

@BRFCTRUST               

Rovers defender Wes Brown and Jill Ashcroft 
from Blackburn with Darwen Borough Council 
participating in Premier League Primary Stars 
gymnastics.
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case study - Player

Jason Lowe and Kick It Out partnership
Blackburn Rovers club captain Jason Lowe 
has become a mainstay of our work to 
combat discrimination in schools, teaming up 
with Kick It Out to deliver a series of powerful 
workshops in primary schools.

The versatile Academy graduate was inspired 
to become a ‘Next 20’ ambassador for the 
national charity after witnessing the vile racial 
abuse that was hurled at his black team-mates 
whilst on England U21 duty in Serbia in 2012.

That has led to him visiting a variety of schools in our area to tie in with the 
regular anti-discrimination message from our project delivery, working alongside 
Kick It Out’s fellow former England U21 star Paul Mortimer – an engaging 
workshop leader who grabs the young audience’s attention – to ensure that the 
key message hits home with their impressionable minds.

Each session starts with an interactive presentation and some teasers for the 
children to get them thinking about including everyone they meet in society, 
regardless of age, gender, race, sexuality or any other demographic with which 
people may choose to identify.

Jason then answers questions from the floor about his experiences, allowing 
children to quiz him on a variety of anti-discrimination themes, as well as finding 
out more about the exciting career he leads.

His regular run of appearances now spans several seasons, inspiring thousands 
of children to think about how to lead more tolerant lives – something that is 
increasingly important within our town, as a series of government advisors and 
think tanks continue to identify Blackburn as one of the country’s most racially 
segregated locations.

Jason and Blackburn Rovers Community Trust will continue to work hand in hand 
with Kick It Out and other like-minded organisations to combat prejudice in any 
form, integrating local people from all walks of life for the betterment of the place 
in which we live. We believe that the impact of Jason’s work will ensure that these 
children become the generation that creates a more tolerant society.

After a player appearance?
Email Adrian.Ward@brfctrust.co.uk
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“I’m very proud to be an ambassador. My job is 
to promote equality within football and beyond. 
The younger they are, the easier we can plant the 
seed so that hopefully it can be taken on board as 
they get older.” – Jason Lowe, Kick It Out ‘Next 20’ 
Ambassador
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case study - family

Book a holiday camp
Email Martin.Winters@brfctrust.co.uk

The Family
When local radio station 2BR asked us to nominate a suitable candidate for their 
‘Lives In Lancashire’ feature, we knew that Joanne Prince and her family would be 
the ideal subjects of their showcase.

They asked for an example of a person or 
family who had enjoyed great benefit from 
our work, so immediately we thought of the 
mum of three who volunteered to paint a 
superb crowd scene inside the Blackburn 
Rovers Community Trust Family Stand as her 
way of repaying her gratitude for the support 
we’ve been able to offer her over several years.

“Three and a half years ago, my son Logan started at the Community Trust’s 
football camp,” explained the Accrington-based season ticket holder. “He had been 
diagnosed with diabetes just a year or two before, so bringing him along was a big 
deal for me, as I’d never left him on his own before and I had to leave him for eight 
hours a day with complete strangers.

“It was quite scary, but the coaches were fantastic. They all got trained up with all 
they need to know about his care, and they’ve been amazing with him. They’ve gone 
above and beyond my expectations and become part of the family now!

“For the first two years he had the condition, I never left his side, but the camp 
was something that he wanted to do and you can’t stop them doing it. He loved it 
straight away and it has given him so much more confidence and freedom.

 “From the football camp, he has now gone on to being part of the development 
centre, every week for the past three years, and more recently Premier League Kicks. 
My daughters have also started playing, and they have become part of the girls’ 
player development centre, so they train or play three or four times a week.

“It has not only given the kids something to do, it has also given me a break, because 
my daughter has also got epilepsy, so even just the odd hours here and there from 
looking after them gives me that little bit of rest that I need. I’d be lost without the 
staff, I really would.”

When a plain wall in the Community Trust’s 
exciting new GAME Room needed to be 
transformed into something altogether more 
engaging, talented artist Joanne was more 
than willing to make it happen, detailing her 
reason for wanting to doing so:

“It’s the support they give and also not being 
stuck inside, because people do tend to 
abandon you when you’ve got a child with a 

condition. It’s the strangers or the people you didn’t really know at places like Rovers 
that get you through, all thanks to a shared passion.”



3 3

@BRFCTRUST               

Joanne’s son Logan (right) meets Rovers 
midfielder Hope Akpan at our Christmas Soccer 
and Sports Camp.
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facilities & Tech
Facilities
Blackburn Rovers Community Trust has an exceptional range of facilities based at 
Ewood Park, which are used for an array of community activities. These include:

 1 Seven classrooms (to accommodate 200 people)
 1 One 7-aside AstroTurf pitch
 1 One 5-aside AstroTurf pitch
 1 Female and male changing rooms
 1 One dance studio
 1 One student study area
 1 One business Enterprise Centre 
 1 One dining and reception area
 1 An extensive range of office suites
 1 Unlimited access to the football stadium

 Technology
Hand-in-hand with facilities, technology and innovation is at the forefront of 
everything we do, as we believe it helps to engage a variety of hard-to-reach 
groups. Therefore, we have invested heavily to provide the following resources to 
be used at our disposal:

150+ computers

iPads

All facilities have full wifi access

A ‘GAME Room’ containing multiple games consoles

Green-screen technology

3D projector and healthy lifestyle monitors (interior body scanners)

Active-Inspire quiz handsets

Interactive dance mats

Nintendo Wii consoles (including Wii Fitness)

HD video cameras
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enterprise centre
The Blackburn Rovers Enterprise Centre (BREC) is now closing in on ten years of fantastic 
service to the local business community, generating over £1m of charitable funding for 
Blackburn Rovers Community Trust to deliver our vital and wide-ranging selection of projects.

It came about as a result of the Community Trust joining 
a consortium of local businesses bringing £30m of 
European Union LEGI funding to Blackburn with Darwen 
back in 2007, with a small portion of those funds being 
invested into the state-of-the-art facilities in the Darwen 
End that we now know as the Enterprise Centre.

We offer 24 suites that are regularly at near-capacity 
occupancy, creating business opportunities and 
employment for hundreds of local people over the course 
of the past decade. More than 50 businesses have located themselves in the BREC, with their 
close proximity allowing them to work together to stimulate the economy and employment. 
They also work together closely to raise funds for valuable charitable causes, joining forces for 
regular opportunities to support positive local initiatives.

Samantha Weldon, manager of the BREC, is pleased with the major impact that the facility has 
on local commerce, explaining:

“Through the Enterprise Centre, we have clearly seen growth in the local economy and employment 
opportunities – which was the exact objective that we set out with nearly ten years ago.

“It remains a valuable community asset and is a lively, vibrant place to work, with bright 
entrance areas and facilities that set it aside from similar business premises thanks to such an 
abundance of free parking, a secure reception manned throughout the day, well-equipped 
kitchen and dining facilities, as well as a shower and changing area, which regularly proves to 
be a key selling point.

“With our tenth birthday approaching, we’re delighted that the Enterprise Centre continues to 
make a positive impact to our local economy.”
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key event
ewood park community weekend
Blackburn Rovers Community Trust had the 
honour of allowing around 1,000 excited 
players and a total audience of 2,500 visitors 
the chance to enjoy a packed four day period 
of action on the Ewood Park pitch in May. 
Dozens of small or full sided games took place 
alongside a selection of training sessions, aimed 
at giving as many people as possible a reward 
for their support of the Club’s community arm.
 
The stadium played host to four Blackburn and Darwen Secondary Schools Sports Association 
Cup Finals, with four different schools all enjoying the delight of winning a trophy at Ewood.

The following afternoon, the Kinder + Sport Move and Learn tournament welcomed 16 primary 
schools to take part in a friendly competition, with multiple pitches in action.
 
The participants were drawn from our Central Venue League, which sees rounds of junior 
fixtures played at the Blackburn Rovers Indoor Centre throughout the school term. However, 
there was no denying that moving the action outdoors onto a superb grass pitch was an even 
greater experience than usual for the regular players.
 
Saturday started in fine fashion with the Ewood Park Soccer Day for children aged five to 
11. Their coaching sessions and small sided games brought smiles to the scores of faces in 
attendance throughout the morning. That sense of fun continued into the afternoon when 
two teams of teachers from the town played out a scoreless draw as part of a promotional 
fixture to introduce them to our ever-expanding Premier League School Sport programme.
 
Later in the day, our BTEC in Sport scholars, who usually represent the Community Trust at 
futsal, had the chance to play a full 11-a-side fixture against their Blackpool counterparts, 
playing out a 2-2 draw, and then the Social Inclusion Football League - which provides football 
for players with a variety of challenges such as homelessness or mental health issues - played 
a special round of fixtures across four pitches to give as many players as possible the chance 
to play on a professional stage.
 
We also enjoyed the honour of hosting a staff fixture against our friends from Everton in the 
Community as a reward for the team who gave up their weekend to help make the weekend 
a success.

Our final day - Sunday - was no less packed, with five hours of junior fixtures played at the 
stadium between various local clubs, prior to a trial fixture for new BTEC in Sport scholars as a 
bonus for all those who had already committed to join the following season’s programme.
 
The winners of our Motivate! futsal leagues at BYZ also got chance to join in as a reward for 
their seasonal triumphs, while we also enjoyed wins in a hat-trick of special fixtures.
 
Players from our Premier League Girls Football development programme beat their Bolton 
Wanderers counterparts 1-0, our Premier League Kicks participants tasted a 3-0 success over 
rivals Burnley, and the Ewood Blues triumphed 4-3 against the Preston North End fans’ team 
in an amazing match that saw the lead change hands several times.

As a result of all of these amazing opportunities, Blackburn Rovers Community Trust raised 
£6,500, which has been reinvested into charitable activities for the local public benefit. 
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headline makers

CRIME

Robber, 23, jailed for stabbing shop worker Knife wielding attacker locked up for more than five years for his part in violent raid on corner shop

By STEPH BRAWN
stephanie.brawn@nqnw.co.uk

FRIDAY, JULY 29, 2016 
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Breast care 
chat night
THE next meeting of the Blackburn and East Lancashire breast care support group will be a ‘chat night’ at The Beard-wood Hospital on Tuesday at 6.45pm.
There is no speaker at this month’s event so the session will offer the opportunity for a chat over a cup of coffee.For further information con-tact Ruth Loft on 01254 262324 or ruth.loft@btintern-tet.com.

Moped blaze
FIREFIGHTERS were called to a moped fire in Rishton yester-day. A crew from Hyndburn attended Shuttleworth Street at 5am to a moped that was fully alight.
A fire service spokesman said the vehicle was abandoned down an entry and they believe the fire was started deliberately.”

Power goes off
MORE than 550 properties were left without 
electricity in Blackburn after a powercut 
yesterday.

The power went off at around 2.30pm after an underground cable fault was reported to Electricity North West.

A DARWEN man has been jailed for more than five years after stabbing a shop worker during a violent robbery. 
Ian Potter, 23, of  Lauren Av-enue, was sentenced at Preston Crown Court on Friday for five years and seven months after pleading guilty to robbery. Potter was arrested earlier this year following the incident at a Premier Store at the junc-tion of  Walmsley Street and An-yon Street on January 10.At around 8pm on the day, two men wearing balaclavas entered the store attempting to steal money. 

Potter, who is originally from Liverpool, was carrying a knife and attempted to stop a staff  member from leaving the store before stabbing him in the stom-ach after he had been hit over the head by another offender carrying a machete.The staff  member, a 26-year-old man from Darwen, suffered a puncture wound to the abdo-men and was treated in hospital.The injury was not life-threat-ening and he was discharged that night.
During his struggle, the victim 

removed Potter’s balaclava.Officers seized the item as evi-dence and during testing found it matched Potter’s DNA.He was then arrested and charged.

SCIENCE

Astronaut ready for East Lancashire landingAN astronaut will be hosting a talk and book signing at a Blackburn school later this year.
Mike Massimino served as an astronaut for NASA between 1996 and 2014, going on two missions to service the Hubble space telescope and spending 

more than 30 hours on spacewalks.
Mr Massimino, now a professor at the University of  Columbia, was also the first astronaut to tweet from space and has appeared in The Big Bang Theory.

His story, Spaceman, reveals 

the hard work involved in the life of  an astronaut and he will be talking about the book and doing a signing at Croston Theatre in Westholme School on Tuesday, October 25, at 7pm.Tickets will cost £25 and include a hardback copy of  Spaceman.

Potter entered a guilty plea before trial following evidence produced by Lancashire Police.The second offender is still wanted by police.
DC Tony Roberts said: “This was a particularly shocking crime where two men attempted to steal cash as part of  a violent raid.

“The staff  member who con-fronted the pair showed extraor-dinary bravery and eventually forced the robbers, including Potter, to run from the store.“Potter showed no remorse for his actions and only pleaded guilty following the overwhelm-ing evidence gathered by Lanca-shire Police before trial.“We welcome the court’s deci-sion and hope it serves as warn-ing to others.”
Officers said that Potter and his accomplice left the shop hav-ing stolen around £80 and ran down Bennett Walk towards Fitzgerald Drive.

If  anyone has any information regarding the second offender they are being urged to contact police on 101.
Residents can call Crimestop-pers on 0800 555111.

GUESTS: Blackburn Rovers players Adam Henley and David Raya popped down to meet youngsters at Blackburn Rovers Indoor Centre during the youngsters’ 

summer training programme. Left, James Heggie and Leo Robinson with Adam and right, the action gets under way

JAILED: Ian Potter stabbed a shop worker

Rovers stars help mini Blues get training under way

AINSWORTH ON RADAR 

JOY: St Bede’s celebrate a goal during their 3-1 Year 10 football final win over Pleckgate at Ewood Park. The school had played in three previous finals 

on the day and lost them all but the Year 10 side secured some much-deserved silverware. For all the junior football latest see today’s Grassroots

Make our 
own luck

Graham a 
wanted manColeman’s play-off hope n 33 Rovers’ rivals eye move for ace n 39

Wycombe boss under consideration for Ewood Park postBy PAUL WHEELOCKRovers reporter
The Lancashire Telegraph, established 1886, is published by 
Newsquest (North West) Ltd — a Gannett Company — Newspaper House, High Street, Blackburn BB1 1HT.  Tel 01254 
678678.  Price 65p and printed at NWN Media Ltd, Deeside 
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Deeside, Flintshire CH2 2UA.  A Newsquest Media Group 
publication.  Registered at the Post Office as a newspaper.
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GB call on Hamer

Stones signs on

EAST Lancashire swimmer Tom Hamer has been selected in the GB squad for this summer’s Paralympics in Rio.Hamer, who won a gold at the European Championships this month, is part of a 31-strong team for the games.The Rawtenstall swim star is a former Burnley Bobcat but now trains in Manchester.

BLACKBURN Hawks have signed for-ward Corey Stones for next season.Stones played for the Hawks in their friendly with Finnish side Viikingit last season, scoring twice.Head coach Matt Darlow said: “From my perspective he has speed, tenacity and physical strength, plus an overall solid skills set.
“He’s not afraid to get his nose dirty either.”

THE ONLINE DEBATEMARCUS Rashford should not be included in the final 23-man England squad for Euro 2016
HAVE YOUR SAY ONLINEHave your say on the day’s big sporting talking points by visiting our websitelancashiretelegraph.co.uk/sport

LT

Rosberg to wait on Hamilton talks
NICO Rosberg 
will decide in 
the coming days whether he needs to hold clear-
the-air talks with Lewis Hamilton following their collision in Spain.“That is some-thing I need to think about in the days to come,” 

said Rosberg. “I can’t tell you now as I am extremely gutted.“It is very tough because it was my race to win.”

INTEREST: Ainsworth

WYCOMBE Wanderers boss Gareth Ainsworth is one of  the names in the frame for the Blackburn Rovers man-ager’s job.
Rovers officials are keep-ing their final shortlist of  possible replacements for 

Paul Lambert tight to their chests.
But Blackburn-born Ains-worth, who used to have a Rovers season ticket in the Riverside Stand, is a man-ager they have given consid-eration to.

The 43-year-old, who be-gan his playing career at Ewood Park, had two spells 

in caretaker charge of  QPR before leading Wycombe to Football League safety in his first two seasons at the Adams Park helm. Ainsworth, who made 600 career appearances after be-ing released by Rovers at 18, then guided the Chairboys to the 2014-15 League Two play-off  final.

That led the former Pres-ton North End, Wimbledon and QPR midfielder to be-ing named the League Two manager of  the year by the League Managers Associa-tion.
Ainsworth, who signed a five-and-a-half-year contract with Wycombe in JanuaryCONTINUED: PAGE 39

St Bede’s make it fourth time lucky with cup final delight at Ewood Park

SPORT
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ROVERS

We can get 
a result at 
Newcastle 
insists Evans

“Particularly at home I want to help 
take the game to the opposition. Jason 
was great on Saturday and played 
tremendously well. 

“He sits and works hard and wins 
tackles and keeps it simple. That allowed 
me to go forward and obviously I 
managed to win the penalty.

“We need to chip in more with goals, it 
is not just the midfield but it is defenders 
as well. We are pretty strong at set pieces 
so we need to make the most of  them.”

Evans might be keen to hit the target 
on a more regular basis but he also 
knows Rovers need to tighten up 
defensively to climb the table.

Only three sides have conceded more 
goals than Coyle’s men this season but 
Evans believes the way Rovers saw out 
the weekend win over Brentford can give 
them confidence ahead of  a clash at free-
scoring Newcastle who have notched a 
league high 36 goals this term.

“We really needed the points and 
possibly in games this season we haven’t 
been able to hold on and we showed great 
determination to do that on Saturday,” 
added Evans.

“We put bodies in the way and made 
tackles and Jason Steele only had a few 
saves to make in the whole game.

“It showed a different side to us.
“We didn’t get off  to the best of  starts 

but we showed great character to come 
back into the game.

“After they scored I thought we came 
into the game really well and dominated 
most of  the first half. We were 
disappointed to let them back into it at 
2-2 but again we showed character to go 
3-2 up. It will be a completely different 
game to Saturday at Newcastle.

“They are very strong and they have 
got a huge support behind them. 

“We have got to quieten the crowd and 
try and frustrate Newcastle and if  we 
can stick to our game plan then we can 
hopefully nick a goal and go ahead in the 
game and hopefully get the three points.”

FROM BACK PAGE

FOOTBALL

United to extend 
Ibrahimovic deal
JOSE Mourinho confirmed that 
Manchester United will exercise their 
option to extend Zlatan Ibrahimovic’s 
contract for a second season.

Ibrahimovic joined United on a free 
transfer from Paris St Germain in the 
summer.

Mourinho said: “Zlatan’s situation is 
simple - he has one plus one year at the 
club and we are happy with him and we 
are going to execute the option of  a 
second season. He is happy, he’s 
committed and he is loving his life as a 
football player at Manchester United and 
this is probably the last big challenge of  
his wonderful career.”

LEARNING: Rovers’ Sam Gallagher visited St James’ Primary School

ROVERS

Rovers players a big 
hit in the community

IT’S not everyday that school 
children in Blackburn will see 
Wes Brown attempt a forward 
roll, Sam Gallagher play piggy in 
the middle, Corry Evans engage 
in a spot of  handball or Antho-
ny Stokes quizzed on who’s the 
funniest in the Ewood dressing 
room.

But, thanks to Blackburn 
Rovers Community Trust with 
Blackburn with Darwen Coun-
cil, Rovers players are visiting 
schools in the area with increas-
ing regularity. 

Brown and Gallagher were at St 
James’ Primary School in Black-
burn this week while Evans and 
Stokes visited St Leonard’s Pri-
mary School in Langho.

Both visits were part of  the 
Premier League Primary Stars 
school programme which aims to 
use football and sport to inspire 
youngsters. The programme 
aims to develop skills and ambi-
tion both on and off  the sports 
field with resources for girls and 
boys aged 5-11.

And the Community Trust at 
Rovers, who have several more 
school visits planned over the 
course of  the next few weeks, be-
lieve the scheme, and other work 
being done under the Trust’s um-
brella, can be of  real benefit.

Blackburn Rovers Community 
Trust’s Senior Sport & Education 
Development Officer Nick Jack-
son-Cooney said: “We are aiming 
to bring the Premier League pri-
mary stars into all the schools in 
Blackburn with Darwen.

“We want to help inspire the 
children and use sport as a way 
of  doing this.”

Fresh from their weekend win 
over Brentford all four Rovers 
players got involved in activities 
ranging from football to gym-
nastics, and took part in a ques-
tion and answer session at both 
schools.

In the Q&A Stokes revealed Ben 
Marshall was the joker in the 
Rovers pack while Evans said 
Cristiano Ronaldo was the tough-
est opponent he had faced.

And Rovers defender Brown, 
who has three children himself, 
believes the community work is 
vital.

He said: “I love doing these sort 
of  things and meeting the kids.

“I have three girls so I have no 
problem talking with the kids.

“Getting involved in the gym-
nastics was fun although it is not 
my strong point. It is harder than 
you think!

“It is always good to come and 
help, even just talking about how 
we eat and our diet can help them 
start from an early age.

“The kids asked some good 
questions and it is good meet-
ing them and having a chat with 
them.

“It is really good getting in-
volved with things like this, we 
want to try and get the kids more 
active and focussing on how they 
are eating as well.”

First team quartet take part 
in sports activities with 
Blackburn schoolchildren

By ALEX JAMES
alex.james@nqnw.co.uk

INVOLVED: Rovers midfielder Corry Evans takes part in a game of handball at St Leonard’s School in Langho

QUESTIONS: Anthony Stokes and Corry Evans are quizzed by children at St 

Leonard’s School in Langho

AUTOGRAPH: Rovers defender Wes Brown visited St James’ Primary

12th in the country for combined community 

following on Facebook and Twitter

1.8 million impressions on Twitter

5,515 Facebook page likes

4th in the Championship for combined community 
following on Facebook and Twitter
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BOWLS

ATHLETICS

Heaton is 
crowned 
champion 
after thriller

Marathon 
effort is 
Amy’s aim

LEE Heaton has been 
crowned the champion of  

champions after beating 

Andrew Cairns 21-18 in a 

thrilling final at Ribblesdale 

Wanderers Cricket & 
Bowling Club.

Heaton fought to win the 

North Lancashire & Fylde 

County Bowling Association 

title in a match that was the 

culmination of  some 
brilliant bowls played on the 

day.
It was Cairns who started 

the stronger, taking an 8-3 

lead and he maintained a five 

point lead at 12-7. 
Heaton then mounted a 

comeback to level at 12-12 

and then opened up a 17-12 

lead. This time it was Cairns 

who was forced to battle back 

and he did just that, winning 

the next three ends to lead 

18-17.
Now at the business end of  

an absorbing final, there was 

one final twist as Heaton won 

the next three ends – 
including two at the last end 

to win a brilliant game of  

bowls.

AMY Davies has set her 

sights in following in the 

lengthy strides of  her dad 

after competing in the 
London mini Marathon.

The 12-year-old from 
Blackburn, who has had a 

wonderful cross country 

season, was among runners 

from under 17s to under 13s 

from boroughs across the 

country who ran the final 

three miles of  the iconic 

race.
The St Bede’s High School 

pupil, who is a member of  

Blackburn Harriers, 
completed the race in  
19mins14secs and was 51st 

out of  246 of  the country’s 

top under 13s.
Her dad, Christopher, 

completed the main event in 

2hr 46min 55secs to finish 

625th and now Amy wants to 

one day do the London 
marathon and follow in his 

footsteps.

FOOTBALL

Ewood perk for schools cup finals
By STEVE TINNISWOOD
steve.tinniswood@nqnw.co.uk

Rovers return is a day to 

remember for students

CHEER WE GO: St Bede’s celebrate making it fourth time lucky after winning the Year 10 final after the school had lost 

in Year Seven, Eight and Nine finals at Ewood Park, one of them won by DACA (below) who were Year Nine winners

FINAL: (l-r) Referee Mick 

Whalley, winner Lee Heaton, 

runner-up Andrew Cairns and 

referee Chris Hayes

GRASSROOTS
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Earlier, both bowlers had 

been made to work hard to 

reach the final, Heaton 

defeating David Rawlinson 

21-17 while Cairns edged past 

John Whittacker 21-20.
The club thanked North 

Lancashire & Fylde County 

Bowling Association for 

choosing Ribblesdale 
Wanderers Cricket & 
Bowling Club to host the 

event while competition 

organiser Tony Bamber and 

referees Chris Hayes and 

Mick Whalley were thanked 

for their efforts.
n Results
Preliminary round: Ryan Goodman 21-17 

Clifford Smith, Alan Dewhurst 21-13 Alan 

Catterrall, Peter Dyson 21-12 Albert Sparks, 

Byes: Rowland Hill, David Rawlinson

First Round: Ryan Goodman 21-7 Rowland Hill, 

Alan Dewhurst 19-21 David Rawlinson, Peter 

Dyson 18-21 Alan Handford, Lee Longhand 

14-21 Hugh Hornby, Terry Wood 21-20 Kevin 

Haslam, Alan Pemberton 21-17 Margaret 

Farnworth, Richard Hoyles 21-18 Darren 

Greenhow, Lee Heaton 21-14 Aarron Harrison, 

Bob Brown 21-13 Tom Kitchen, John Whittaker 

21-20 Richard Ascroft, Alan Davis 16-21 Neil 

Spencer, David Welsby 21-12 Peter Wellman, 

Lyndon Carr 21-10 Jim Kenny, Tim Houghton 

21-13 Bill McLellan, Andrew Cairns 21-10 Mark 

Graham, 
Bye: John Foulds
Second Round: Ryan Goodman 10-21 David 

Rawlinson, Alan Handford 21-18 Hugh 

Hornby, Terry Wood 21-3 Alan Pemberton, 

Richard Hoyles 12-21 Lee Heaton, Bob Brown 

19-21 John Whittaker, Neil Spencer 13-21 

David Welsby, Lyndon Carr 14-21 Tim 

Houghton, John Foulds 14-21 Andrew Cairns, 

Quarter Final: David Rawlinson 21-14 Alan 

Handford, Terry Wood 13-21 Lee Heaton, John 

Whittaker 21-8 David Welsby, Tim Houghton 

19-21 Andrew Cairns, 

Semi Finals: David Rawlinson 17-21 Lee 

Heaton, John Whittaker 20-21 Andrew Cairns.

Final: Lee Heaton 21-18 Andrew Cairns.

FOOTBALL

Wellfield fall at final hurdles

WINNERS: Padiham won the girls cup thanks to Tanisha Newton’s only goal of the game against Wellfield

MEDALS: Amy Davies with 

her dad Christopher

DELIGHT: St Wilfrid’s (top) who won the Year Eight Cup final 

and action from the four Blackburn and Darwen secondary 

schools finals held at Ewood Park Pictures: KIPAX

FOOTBALL

Holders in 
final again
ORPHANAGE Cup holders 

Blackburn with Darwen 

Borough Council Leisure 

will play Senator in this 

year’s final at AFC Darwen 

on Friday evening (ko 
6.30pm).

The holders, who won the 

competition for the first time 

last year, booked their place 

in the final following a 
narrow 2-1 win against the 

fancied WEC side on Friday 

night.
They face a free-scoring 

Senator side who ended 

hopes of  an all council final 

after beating BwD Building 

team 9-1 on Wednesday night 

- with Colne striker Jason 

Hart bagging four goals.
Both semi finals were also 

played on the Anchor 
Ground, the home of  AFC 

Darwen.
Entry is £3 with £1.50 

concessions and there will be 

raffle to raise funds for Child 

Action North West - with a 

signed Blackburn Rovers 

shirt among the prizes.
“We are hoping for a good 

game and big turn out on 

Friday,” said Orphanage Cup 

secretary Tom Tatham.

Goal-hungry Blessed Trinity 

dominate the day to lift cup

KEIGHLEY CUP

IT proved a double heartbreak 

for Wellfield as the boys’ and 

girls’ teams both fell to narrow 

defeats in their respective finals 

at Turf  Moor.
Wellfield A saw hotshots James 

Whitworth and Alex Harris on 

the mark for the reigning 

champions and title holders of  

the past two years.
But a quick-fire Cameron 

Brown double and a Sam 

Cockcroft strike saw St James 

Lanehead lift the Hartley Cup 

and deny Wellfield A a third 

success.
Meanwhile, the Wellfield girls’ 

team lost 1-0 to Padiham in the 

Grand Final with Tanisha 

Newton grabbing the crucial 

goal.
Before the girls’ Grand Final, 

the play-offs were staged at 

Blessed Trinity College. 

They were refereed by Year 8 

students who had recently 

completed the FA referee award 

via funding from the School 

Games workforce development 

grant.
Schools Games organiser Helen 

Tyson said: “We want to thank 

Burnley Football Club, Burnley 

Schools Association and all the 

match officials and players for 

making it a huge success.”

FIVE STARS: Blessed Trinity who scored five times to beat Shuttleworth College to lift the Keighley Cup at Turf Moor

SECONDARY schools cup fi-

nals made a welcome return to 

Ewood Park and it was a day 

to remember for pupils who fi-

nally got the chance to play at 

the home of  Blackburn Rovers.

It was the first time in 14 

years that Ewood had hosted 

the end-of-season finals and it 

was the culmination of  three 

weeks of  football with teams 

from Year Seven to 11 battling 

it for the right to play on the 

hallowed turf.
The Year Seven final was be-

tween St Bede’s and QEGS and 

after neither team could be 

separated in normal and extra 

time, it was on to the dreaded 

penalty shoot-out.
QEGS keeper Thomas Sleigh 

made several great saves allow-

ing Cameron Hegg and Louis 

Strand to coolly slotting home 

their spot kicks to be crowned 

champions.
St Bede’s suffered more heart-

ache in the next final, after tak-

ing an early lead, St Wilfrid’s 

equalised from the penalty spot 

to again force extra time. 

After dominating possession 

and having the better of  the 

chances St Bede’s were hit on 

the break as St Wilfrids’ broke 

to score a fine goal with only 

seconds remaining - prompting 

wild celebrations from players, 

staff  and spectators.
The Year 9 final saw a strong 

DACA team take on St Bede’s. 

DACA raced into an early 

3-0 lead thanks to two goals 

from Jack Prince and one from 

Owen Rogers. 
The Saints pulled it back to 

3-2 thanks to two goals from the 

impressive Ethan Hartland, 

but Prince soon completed his 

hat-trick to ease any DACA 

nerves.  
Rogers then added a further 

brace to complete his own hat-

trick mean DACA ran out com-

fortable 6-2 winners.
It proved to be fourth time 

lucky for St Bede’s who finally 

got their hands on a trophy, 

thanks to victory over a spir-

ited Pleckgate side in the Year 

10 final. 
Aaron Trainor opened the 

scoring for St Bede’s with a 

great strike from outside the 

box, Nathan Shaw then dou-

bled the lead following good 

work from Joe Gebbie. Pleck-

gate worked hard and showed 

good spirit and eventually got 

their reward when they won 

a penalty which Shamir Khan 

emphatically put away. Pleck-

gate stayed in the game thanks 

to some heroics from keeper 

Saif  Mahmood and it was not 

until the last minute when 

Sam Barnes added a third for 

St Bede’s to confirm the result. 

Andrew Mercer, School 

Games Organiser, said: “Play-

ing on Ewood Park made the 

day very special and those 

involved will remember and 

reminisce on the day for many 

years to come.
“We will work closely with 

BRFC and their staff  to do eve-

rything we can to ensure many 

more finals are played at such a 

great venue for years to come.”

“I would like to thank Queen 

Elizabeth’s Grammar School 

and Pleckgate High School who 

allowed us to use their pitches 

for the early rounds and Black-

burn Rovers in particular staff  

from their Community Trust 

for their help on the day.”
SPOT ON: QEGS who won the Year Seven final 

against St Bede’s following a penalty shoot-out

BLESSED Trinity had 

a day to remember at 

Turf  Moor after beating 

Shuttleworth College 5-1 

to lift the Keighley Cup.

The free-scoring team 

were in superb form 

all day, having booked 

their place in the final 

thanks to a 3-0 win over 

Unity College and then 

produced a five-star 

showing to lift the cup.

Blessed Trinity started 

the game positively 

and took an early lead 

when Kofi Marshall laid 

the ball to Declan-Jake 

Uttley, who smashed the 

ball high in to the roof  

of  the Shuttleworth net. 

That lead was doubled 

immediately when a good 

passing move saw Max 

McNulty finish well from 

eight yards out.
Reece McVay then made 

it 3-0, converting into the 

bottom corner after good 

work from Marshall. 

The goal of  the game 

came just before half-

time when Harvey 
Macadam picked the 

ball up 25 yards out and 

unleashed a stunning 

long-range effort that 

went in off  the upright.

The second half  saw 

Shuttleworth pull a 

goal back through 
Morgan Crowther but 

Blessed Trinity made 

it 5-1 through Leighton 

Stott, who tapped home 

after a fumble from the 

goalkeeper.
Blessed Trinity PE 

teacher Mr Holding 

said: “We deserve to 

be Burnley Schools 

champions. The boys 

worked hard and they 

got what they deserved. 

“They are a smashing 

group of  lads to work 

with and I am extremely 

proud of  every last one 

of  them.” 
n Blessed Trinity squad: Cameron Cooke-

Green, Jack Worthington, James Danson, 

Kasom Shah (C) Leighton Stott, Reece 

McVay, Harvey Macadam, Charlie 

Butterworth, Declan-Jake Uttley, Max 

McNulty, Kofi Marshall, Isaaq Ali, Charlie 

Smith, Tobias Hedge, Kaylum Connell and 

Max Ingham.

SMILES: 
Blessed 
Trinity 
were in 
superb 
form at 
Turf Moor, 
scoring 
eight goals 
on their 
way to 
lifting the 
Keighley 
Cup 
Pictures: 
KIPAX

TAKE HART: St James Lanehead celebrate their Hartley Cup success at Turf Moor

Inspirational Rovers stars’ 
visit is a net gain for pupils

Players were helping to bring sports coaching into early-years activities
By SIMONE O’KANE                                 
lt_editorial@nqnw.co.uk

CRIME

CRIME

Man in court 
over alleged 
abduction 
offence at 
supermarket 

Stabbing 
suspect 
released

A MAN has appeared before 
Blackburn magistrates 
charged with a child 
abduction offence following 
an incident in Morrisons 
Blackburn on Thursday.

Mohmed Dadhiwala, 44, of  
Chester Street, Blackburn, 
appeared before magistrates 
yesterday.

He was sent in custody to 
Preston Crown Court where 
he will appear on November 
21. Richard Prew, defending, 
said his client would be 
pleading not guilty to the 
offence of  taking a child 
without lawful authority or 
reasonable excuse.

It comes as police have 
issued an appeal for anyone 
who witnessed the incident, 
which allegedly took place at 
around 3pm on Thursday, to 
come forward.

Police said a three-year-old 
child was picked up by a 
stranger who carried her a 
short distance away from her 
mum before putting her back 
down.

Detective Inspector Tim 
McDermott said: “The 
nature of  this incident was 
such that someone may not 
even realise what they’ve 
seen so I would ask anyone 
who was around the 
travelator in the store at 
around 3pm on Thursday 
afternoon to get in touch.

“In particular we know 
that there was a man who 
spoke to the child’s mother 
at the top of  the travelator 
and also a woman who was 
on the travelator at the time 
of  the alleged incident.” 

Anyone with information 
should contact police on 101 
quoting 787 of  Nov 3.”

A TEENAGER arrested after 
a 15-year-old boy was stabbed 
close to Blackburn Cathedral 
in a daylight robbery has 
been released without 
charge, police have 
confirmed.

The 17-year-old from 
Blackburn was arrested on 
suspicion of  wounding 
following the incident which 
happened at around 5pm on 
September 8. 

He was due to answer bail 
yesterday but police said he 
has now been released 
without charge.

Officers are continuing to 
appeal for witnesses after the 
15-year-old was slashed on 
the chest.

He suffered a two-inch 
wound and had to have 
stitches before being 
released from Royal 
Blackburn Hospital. Anyone 
with information is urged to 
call police on 101.

They were ecstatic 
and really excited

Teacher Lauren Brookes

COMMUNITY

STAR VISIT: Left, 
Regan Bentley, 
Marvin Emnes 
and Hussain 
Mustansar. 
Below right, 
cricket practice 
with the year 
3s and some 
football skills 
again with year 
6 children. Below 
left, Derrick 
Williams has a 
kick around with 
Thomas Cookson

‘ECSTATIC’ children from 
a Darwen primary school 
were given the chance to 
meet Blackburn Rovers 
stars during a Premier 
League-inspired initiative.

Derrick Williams and Mar-
vin Emnes visited Sudell 
Primary School as part of  
the national Primary Stars 
programme, which aims to 
bring sports coaching into 
early years activities.

The players did a Q&A 
with year six children, a 
spot of  football coaching in 
the yard as well as showing 
off  their skills, and played 
cricket during practice with 

year three pupils.
Striker Emnes said the 

visit was great for the chil-
dren and for him to help 
make a difference.

 He said: “It means a lot 
to the kids, it means a lot to 
me and it means a lot to the 
club.

“They look up to us and 
I’ve been in the situation 
when I was younger where 
players come into the school, 
so I know how it feels.

“I know it can give them 
inspiration for what they 
want to do in the future and 
that makes it even better.”

 Blackburn Rovers Com-
munity Trust supports the 
development of  Sports in 

Primary Schools as part of  
the Premier League Prima-
ry Stars Programme.

 It said the visit was the 
perfect opportunity for the 
duo, who are both out at the 
moment due to injuries, to 
get involved.

Defender Williams said: 
“We were all young once 
and we know, if  you enjoy 
playing football, if  you see a 
professional player it means 
a lot.

“Hopefully I put a few 
smiles on their faces be-
cause it put a smile on my 
face and I really enjoyed it 
today.”

Lauren Brookes, Key Stage 
2 Manager, Year 6 teacher 

and PE Coordinator at the 
school, said the children 
welcomed the visit.

She said: “The children 
were really really glad 

that they had the chance to 
spend time with both Der-
rick and Marvin.

“They were ecstatic and 
really excited. 

“The children reacted very 

positively to the programme 
and they were inspiring the 
pupils throughout. 

“The staff  and children 
enjoyed it and there was 
a positive outcome at the 
end.”

Blackburn Rovers Com-
munity Trust is working 
with the Premier League to 
connect with young people 
and create healthier and 
more positive futures for 
all children in England and 
Wales.

 The programme focuses 
on the whole child, improv-
ing their physical literacy, 
enhancing their learning, 
and teaching them relevant 
life skills and behaviours.
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As seen in 
2016 via...

3rd biggest Facebook following in the Championship

102,133 organic reach of 

2016’s best Facebook post

1,297 mentions on TwitteR
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     Achievements/Acknowledgements
 1 Only professional football club to be named as a ‘Friend of Community 

Integrated Care’ for our support of dementia care.
 1 Supported the club’s efforts in winning the Football League’s Code of 

Practice standard for Inclusion and Anti-Discrimination.
 1 Hosted the largest Year 2/3 girls’ football tournament in the region during 

2015/16.
 1 Invited to (and attended) the House of Commons on three separate 

occasions in recognition of our best practice in health, education/
enterprise.

 1 Achieved our all time highest Premier League and EFL Trust investment.
 1 Achieved Premier League and EFL Trust Capability Status.
 1 Delivering programmes at a record 57 primary and 14 high schools within 

our area.
 1 We currently offer a record number of projects (40).
 1 We are working with a wide network of partners, the most high-profile in 

our history.
 1 One of only five professional football club community schemes in 

the country to have surpassed our recruitment target figure for NCS 
participation, putting us in their elite 100% Club.

 1 Ongoing success has seen our team expand from 17 in 2014 to 26 
currently (soon to be 30+ with recruitment planned in the coming 
months) - all independently self-financed.

 1 Became the first community organisation to partner with GAME and 
create a dedicated console room within our family stand, sparking a 
trend that multiple UK clubs have followed.

 1 Continually improving the skillset of our staff, with over half of our staff 
being graduates and all being recruited for being leaders (or potential to 
become) in their field of expertise.

 1 Record involvement in delivering matchday events for the benefit of the 
club and local people.

 1 BRCT has an ever-increasing engagement with hard-to-reach minority 
groups, particularly those of Asian heritage.

 1 Regularly visited by other professional football clubs’ community 
schemes as a great example of best practice.

       competitions
 1 Winners of the Football League Trust North West Futsal League (2016).
 1 National runners up at the Kinder +Sport Girls’ Futsal Cup (2016).
 1 National semi-finalists at the Football League Trust National Futsal Cup (2016).
 1 Runners up at the WFU National Tournament northern regional finals in walking football (2016)

       funding & Financial
 1 Only club community scheme in the north west to be awarded £225,000 for a community sport 

activation project by Sport England (delivery commenced in 2016).
 1 Applied for in conjunction with Creative Support (and awarded) a £50,000 Big Lottery Fund grant 

from the People’s Projects via a high profile TV and online campaign through ITV.
 1 Our turnover has increased from £500,000 in 2014 through to £730,000 in 2015 and £1.1m in 2016. 

Our financial investment in the community, via a multitude of projects, passed £1m in 2016 - up from 
£670,000 in 2015.

2016 Milestones
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